
NWAC Joining AdvancED 
Q&A 

 
 
Q:  When will NWAC officially be part of AdvancED? 
A:  The NWAC Board of Trustees and Commission voted in December to change the bylaws and 
establish NWAC as an accreditation division of AdvancED.  The effective date of this action was 
December 6, 2011.  During the first part of 2012, NWAC staff members and volunteers will be 
learning about the resources and tools to implement the AdvancED Accreditation Process.  Schools 
in the NWAC region will begin using the AdvancED Accreditation Process as well, with the first 
schools hosting visits in the fall of 2012. 
 
Q:  Why did NWAC decide to join AdvancED? 
A:  With a shared mission to improve the quality of education around the world, by joining with the 
North Central Association Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI) 
and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School 
Improvement (SACS CASI) under the parent organization AdvancED, NWAC will continue to 
build on its 95 year tradition, but also help build the future of AdvancED with NCA CASI and 
SACS CASI.  By joining AdvancED, NWAC will have the resources and capacity to support the 
efforts of schools and school systems to improve student learning through the process of 
accreditation and school improvement for years to come.  
 
Q:  How will the new standards be introduced to NWAC schools? 
A:  The AdvancED Standards reflect current research and best practices and provide schools and 
school systems with a roadmap for continuous improvement.  NWAC schools will have access to 
training in their state as well as through on-line learning resources.  NWAC schools scheduled for an 
External Review in 2012-13 will work with their state office to determine their readiness to use the 
new AdvancED Standards or if the school should prepare for the visit based on the old NWAC 
Standards.  Beginning in 2013-14 all NWAC schools (except for Third Party Agreements) will be 
using the new Standards as part of the AdvancED Accreditation Process. The new standards are 
being introduced to more than 30,000 other schools around the world under the AdvancED 
umbrella.   
 
Q:  How will this change affect my current accreditation status? 
A:  Your current accreditation status will not change.  NWAC schools scheduled for an External 
Review in 2012-13 will work with their state office to determine their readiness to use the new 
standards or if the school should prepare for the visit based on the old NWAC standards.  
Beginning in 2013-14 all NWAC schools (except for Third Party Agreements) will be using the new 
standards as part of the AdvancED Accreditation Process. 
 
Q:  If I am part of a Third Party agreement between NWAC and another organization, will I 
use the AdvancED Accreditation Process as well? 
A:  No, you will continue to operate under the agreement that has been established between your 
organization and NWAC. Partnerships for the Northwest third party schools will be managed 
through the Northwest Regional Office in Las Vegas and will be called “Northwest Partners.” 
 



Q:  How will my next External Review visit be scheduled?  How will it mesh with my 
current cycle/schedule? 
A:  Your state office staff will work with you to schedule your External Review visit.  To the extent 
possible, schools will remain on their current visit schedule.  As the visit schedule is developed by 
the state office, you will be notified of the anticipated year of your External Review. 
 
Q:  What will I do when my accreditation is up for re-accreditation? 
A:  Your state office will notify you at least six months prior to your re-accreditation visit.  You will 
access an online self-assessment and other tools within ASSIST, as well as resources for preparing 
for your External Review. 
 
Q:  What do I need to do?  
A:  Stay abreast of the information about the Standards and Accreditation Process, attend 
professional development sessions where announcements and information on the changes will be 
shared, and ask questions of your state office.  This spring, you will receive further information, and 
you are encouraged to visit the AdvancED website (www.advanc-ed.org) for additional information.   
 
Q:  What are the AdvancED Standards for Accreditation? 
A:  There are five Standards: 

 Purpose and Direction 

 Governance and Leadership 

 Teaching and Assessing for Learning 

 Resources and Support Systems 

 Using Results for Continuous Improvement 
 
Each Standard is supported by a series of indicators that define the elements and specific criteria 
associated with the Standard.  In addition, school communities can measure their effectiveness in 
meeting each indicator by applying a four-level performance rubric. 
 
The Standards have a strong focus on teaching and learning, address preparing students with skills 
they will need for the future, and include high expectations for professional practice.  You can find 
the Standards on the AdvancED Web site at http://www.advanc-ed.org/new-standards-quality.  
 
Q:  Can you tell me about the AdvancED Accreditation Process? 
A:  The AdvancED Accreditation Process combines internal and external assessment, through an 
analysis of the Standards, the institution’s ability to improve student achievement, and the results of 
stakeholder perception surveys.  Institutions will host an External Review at least once every five 
years consistent with the Five-Year accreditation term.  The External Review Team’s review of the 
institution will include classroom observations, documentation review, and interviews with various 
stakeholders.   
 
The External Review Team’s assessment of the Standards and indicators during the visit, the student 
performance results along with the survey results will be included in the determination of 
accreditation status. 
 
 
 

http://www.advanc-ed.org/
http://www.advanc-ed.org/new-standards-quality


Q:  We currently use the NWAC logo on our materials; will we have to change all of these? 
A:  No.  You should continue to use the NWAC logo as recognition of your accreditation.  Just as 
schools and systems in NCA CASI and SACS CASI use those seals on their materials, you will 
continue to use the NWAC seal. 
 
Q:  Do I begin using the AdvancED name? 
A:  You should continue to use the NWAC name as it pertains to your school’s accreditation status.  
However, you will engage in the AdvancED Accreditation Process, and NWAC will be recognized 
as a division of AdvancED.   
 
Q:  I like being a part of NWAC, do I have to make the change to this new organization? 
A:  You will still be a part of NWAC; however, now you also will be a part of a larger organization 
that has the power of a 30,000 school network across 70 countries.  
 
Q:  What benefits will I receive? 
A:  Through the AdvancED global network, educational providers of all types benefit from: 

 international recognition; 

 shared standards of educational excellence; 

 a unified, clear and powerful accreditation process; and 

 external evaluation focused on continuous improvement.   
 
Additionally, AdvancED provides all accredited institutions with access to its state-of-the-art 
Adaptive System of School Improvement Support Tools (ASSIST), a web-enabled platform for 
accreditation and school improvement. 
 
Q:  Will my dues go up? 
A:  AdvancED uses a slightly different model for determining fees for schools. Over time, we will 
be working to establish a unified dues structure.  The AdvancED Board, with input from staff, will 
be defining the unified fee structure.  Being fellow practitioners, they understand the current budget 
challenges facing schools.  As a result, any changes to the fee structure will be preceded with ample 
notice for schools.   
 
 
 


